ARTICLE 1: NAME 
 SECTION 1: 
THE NAME OF THIS ORGANIZATION SHALL BE NEW YORK ETHIOPIAN SPORTS AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION “THE ORGANIZATION”. 
  

SECTION 2: 
THE NAME OF THE SOCCER TEAM WITHIN THE ORGANIZATION SHALL BE THE NEW YORK ABAY ETHIOPIAN SPORTS CLUB. 
  
ARTICLE II: SEAT 

  
THE PRINCIPAL OFFICE OF THE ORGANIZATION SHALL BE LOCATED IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK, STATE OF NEW YORK.  THE ASSOCIATION MAY HAVE SUCH OTHER OFFICES AS MAY FROM TIME TO TIME BE DESIGNATED BY ITS MEMBERS. 
  

ARTICLE III: PURPOSES 
  
The objectives of this club shall be: 
  
A. Help youngsters and teens develop their character as resourceful and responsible members of our community by providing them with opportunities, through the game of soccer, for their mental, physical, social and leadership development according to the club’s motto of friendship, fair play, good sportsmanship. 
B.  Propagate healthy sport competition and skill development in order to establish the Sport club’s strong position within the Ethiopian community in North America. 
C.  Promote and develop the game of soccer, both indoor and outdoor within the Ethiopian community residing in the Tri-State area. 
D.  Organize a soccer team and participate in the annual Ethiopian Sport Federation of North America Soccer Tournament. 
E.   Create avenues that foster friendship among the Ethiopian community in North America. 
F.   Aid youngsters and teens academically and, socially to refine their natural abilities and also teach them their native languages to better communicate and understand the Ethiopian culture. 
  
  
ARTICLE IV: POWERS 
  
IN FURTHERANCE OF THE OBJECTS DESCRIBED ABOVE, BUT NOT LIMITATION THEREOF, THE ORGANIZATION SHALL HAVE POWER TO COLLECT AND DISSEMINATE STATISTICS AND OTHER INFORMATION, TO CONDUCT INVESTIGATIONS, TO ENGAGE IN VARIOUS FUNDING-RAISING ACTIVITIES, AND TO CONDUCT PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING ADVERTISING AND PUBLICITY IN OR BY ANY SUITABLE MANNER OR MEDIUM. 
  
ARTICLE V: MEMBERSHIP 
SECTION 1: 
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP. ANY ETHIOPIAN INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING IN SPORT ACTIVITIES ORGANIZED BY THE ORGANIZATION IS ELIGIBLE TO BECOME ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE ORGANIZATION, WITH FULL VOTING AND OTHER PRIVILEGES. 
  

SECTION 2: 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP. ANY NON-ETHIOPIAN INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING IN SPORT ACTIVITIES ORGANIZED BY THE ORGANIZATION MAY BE AWARDED ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP UNDER SUCH TERMS AND WITH SUCH PRIVILEGES AS THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE DETERMINE. 
ARTICLE VI: DUES 
DUES SHALL BE PAYABLE ANNUALLY AND SHALL BECOME DUE BEFORE JUNE 1 OF EACH CALENDAR YEAR. 
  
BOTH ACTIVE AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS ................$10 REGISTRATION; & $140 MEMBERSHIP FEE/YEAR 
  
ARTICLE VII: ADMISSION, SUSPENSION, EXPULSION OF A MEMBER 
  
SECTION 1: 
A CANDIDATE FOR MEMBERSHIP SHALL MEET ALL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP AS OUTLINED IN ARTICLE V, SECTIONS 1,2,3 AND HE/SHE MUST BE APPROVED BY THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE. 
  

SECTION 2: 
THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS SHALL BE BY A DECISION OF THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE.  TWO-THIRDS OF AFFIRMATIVE VOTES SHALL BE NECESSARY TO ELECT AND ONE-THIRD PLUS ONE NEGATIVE VOTES SHALL REJECT AN APPLICANT.  A REJECTED APPLICANT SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR MEMBERSHIP UNTIL AT LEAST SIX MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE PREVIOUS OF APPLICATION. 
  

SECTION 3: 
AN ELECTED CANDIDATE SHALL BE DULY NOTIFIED AND SHALL SUBSCRIBE TO THE CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF THE ORGANIZATION WITHIN THREE MONTHS AFTER HIS ELECTION.  IF HE /SHE DOES NOT SUBSCRIBE, HIS/HER ELECTION SHALL BE VOID. 
  

SECTION 4: 
ALL PROCEEDINGS OF THE GOVERNING OR ANY PART THEREOF, ACTING ON A MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION, SHALL BE PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL. 
  

SECTION 5: 
SUSPENSION AND EXPULSION. IF, IN A WRITTEN AND SIGNED COMMUNICATION TO THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE, ANY MEMBER OF THE ORGANIZATION SHALL BE CHARGED WITH CONDUCT DETRIMENTAL TO THE OBJECTS AND INTERESTS OF THE ORGANIZATION OR IN THE VIOLATION OF ITS BYLAWS, THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE SHALL CONSIDER THE MATTER AND IF IT SHALL DECIDE TO TAKE FURTHER ACTION, THE SECRETARY SHALL SEND A COPY OF THE CHARGES TO THE ACCUSED MEMBER, WHO SHALL BE GIVEN ADEQUATE TIME TO REPLY, WHEREUPON THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE SHALL TAKE SUCH FURTHER ACTION AS IT MAY DEEM PROPER. 
  
IF THE MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE, AFTER SUCH AND IMPARTIAL HEARING, AND TWO-THIRDS OF THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE SHALL BE SATISFIED OF THE TRUTH OF THE CHARGES, THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE MAY REQUEST THE OFFENDING MEMBER TO RESIGN OR MAY SUSPEND HIM/HER OR EXPEL HIM/HER.  SHOULD HE/SHE DECLINE TO RESIGN ON SUCH REQUEST, HIS/HER NAME SHALL BE STRICKEN FROM THE ROLLS. 
  

ARTICLE VIII: TERMINATION, RESIGNATION, REINSTATEMENT 
SECTION 1: 
TERMINATION.  THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE BY A TWO-THIRDS VOTE OF ITS MEMBERS MAY TERMINATE THE MEMBERSHIP OF ANY MEMBER WHO SHALL BE IN A DEFAULT IN THE PAYMENT OF DUES FOR A PERIOD OF THREE MONTHS FROM THE PERIOD IN WHICH SUCH DUES BECOME PAYABLE. 
  

SECTION 2: 
RESIGNATION.  ANY MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING MAY RESIGN WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE. 
  

SECTION 3: 
REINSTATEMENT.  ON REQUEST BY A FORMER MEMBER, WHOSE MEMBERSHIP HAS NOT BEEN TERMINATED, THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE, BY THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF TWO-THIRDS OF THE COMMITTEE, MAY REINSTATE SUCH FORMER MEMBER TO MEMBERSHIP ON SUCH TERMS AS THE COMMITTEE MAY DEEM APPROPRIATE. 
  
  

ARTICLE IX: MEETINGS 
SECTION 1: 
ANNUAL MEETINGS OF MEMBERS. THE ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE ORGANIZATION SHALL BE HELD ON FIRST SUNDAY OF AUGUST OF EACH YEAR FOR ELECTING THE OFFICERS, RECEIVING REPORTS AND TRANSACTING ANY OTHER BUSINESS UNLESS THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE DECIDES TO POSTPONE THE MEETING FOR SOME OTHER TIME FOR REASONS IT MAY DEEM APPROPRIATE. 
  

SECTION 2: 
SPECIAL MEETING OF MEMBERS.  SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERS MAY BE CALLED AT ANY TIME BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE ORGANIZATION OR IN HIS/HER ABSENCE BY THE VICE PRESIDENT OR IN HIS/HER ABSENCE BY THE SECRETARY OR IN HIS/HER ABSENCE AT THE REQUEST OF THE MAJORITY OF THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE, OR ON THE WRITTEN REQUEST OF NOT LESS THAN ONE-FOURTH OF THE  MEMBERSHIP HAVING VOTING RIGHTS. 
  

SECTION 3: 
MEETINGS OF THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE.  MEETINGS OF THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE MAY BE CALLED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE ORGANIZATION OR IN HIS/HER ABSENCE BY THE VICE PRESIDENT OR IN HIS/HER ABSENCE BY THE SECRETARY OR IN HIS/HER ABSENCE BY THE MAJORITY OF THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE. 
  

SECTION 4: 
QUORUM.  A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS SHALL CONSTITUTE A QUORUM AUTHORIZED TO TRANSACT ANY BUSINESS DULY PRESENTED AT ANY MEETING OF THE ORGANIZATION. 
  
  

ARTICLE X: GOVERNING COMMITTEE 
  
SECTION 1: 
THE ORGANIZATION SHALL BE GOVERNED BY A COMMITTEE OF NOT LESS THAN SEVEN MEMBERS. 
SECTION 2: 
THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE SHALL CONSIST OF THE PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, TREASURER, COACH OF THE SOCCER TEAM, ASSISTANT COACH OF THE SOCCER TEAM, SPORTS TRAINER, PUBLIC RELATION OFFICER, DISCIPLINE OFFICER. 
  

SECTION 3: 
ANY VACANCY OCCURRING IN THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE PRESENT AT A MEETING AT WHICH A QUORUM IS PRESENT SHALL CONSTITUTE AN ACT OF THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE. 
  
  

ARTICLE XI: NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 
  
SECTION 1: 
ANY MEMBER OF THE ORGANIZATION MAY MAKE NOMINATION FROM THE FLOOR AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS FOR THE FOLLOWING OFFICERS OF THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE: 
PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, TREASURER, COACH OF THE SOCCER TEAM, ASSISTANT COACH OF THE SOCCER TEAM, PUBLIC RELATION OFFICER, DISCIPLINE OFFICER.  THE SPORTS TRAINER IS ELECTED BY THE COACH AND ASSISTANT COACH OF THE SOCCER TEAM. 
  

SECTION 2: 
EACH OFFICER IS ELECTED FOR A PERIOD OF ONE YEAR AND IS ELIGIBLE FOR REELECTION IF HE/SHE IS NOMINATED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS.  IF FOR ANY REASON THE ANNUAL MEETING S POSTPONED FOR SOME OTHER TIME BY THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE ELECTED MEMBERS SHALL SERVE THE ORGANIZATION TILL THE ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS IS CONDUCTED. 
  

SECTION 3: 
ELECTION SHALL BE BY A SECRET BALLOT.  THE CANDIDATE RECEIVING MOST OF THE VOTES CAST IS ELECTED TO THE RESPECTIVE OFFICE. 
  
ARTICLE XII: DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
SECTION 1: 
PRESIDENT.  IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE PRESIDENT TO PRESIDE AT ALL MEETINGS OF THE ORGANIZATION, AND TO ENFORCE ALL LAWS AND REGULATION RELATING TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE ORGANIZATION. 
  

SECTION 2: 
THE PRESIDENT SHALL CALL THE MEETING OF THE ORGANIZATION AND THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE.  THE PRESIDENT SHALL APPOINT SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 
  

SECTION 3: 
VICE PRESIDENT.  IN THE ABSENCE OF THE PRESIDENT, THE VICE PRESIDENT SHALL HAVE ALL THE POWERS AND PREROGATIVES OF THE PRESIDENT. 
  

SECTION 4: 
SECRETARY:  ALL RESOLUTIONS AND PROCEEDINGS OF MEETINGS, WHETHER OF THE ORGANIZATION OR OF THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE, SHALL BE ENTERED IN PROPER BOOKS BY THE SECRETARY.  THE SECRETARY SHALL CONDUCT ALL CORRESPONDENCE OF THE ORGANIZATION, SHALL ISSUE ALL NOTICES OF MEETINGS AND SHALL PERFORM ALL DUTIES PERTAINING TO THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY.  THE SECRETARY SHALL KEEP A REGISTER OF THE MEMBERS OF THE ORGANIZATION, WITH THEIR ADDRESSES, A BOOK OF ACCOUNTS AND A BOOK OF MINUTES. 
  

SECTION 5: 
TREASURER.  ALL MONIES PAYABLE TO THE ORGANIZATION SHALL BE PAID TO THE ORGANIZATION THROUGH THE SECRETARY AND BE DEPOSITED TO THE ACCOUNT OF THE ORGANIZATION IN THE BANK BY THE TREASURER.  AND IN THE ABSENCE OR INCAPACITY OF THE TREASURER, HIS/HER POWER TO SIGN CHECKS MAY BE DELEGATED BY THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE TO ONE OF ITS MEMBERS. 
THE TREASURER SHALL REPORT AT EACH MEETING OF THE ORGANIZATION THE CONDITION AND STATUS OF THE TREASURY. 
  

SECTION 6: 
COACH OF THE SOCCER TEAM(“THE COACH”).  IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE COACH TO CONDUCT PRACTICE SESSIONS AND PREPARE THE SOCCER TEAM FOR TOURNAMENTS IN THE MANNER THAT IS SUITABLE TO HIM/HER. 
BY THE LAST SUNDAY OF MAY OF EACH YEAR, THE COACH SHALL NOMINATE 20 PLAYERS AMONG THE MEMBERS TO REPRESENT THE ORGANIZATION AT THE ANNUAL ETHIOPIAN SPORT FEDERATION OF NORTH AMERICAN SOCCER TOURNAMENT.  THE 20 PLAYERS SHALL BE CONFIRMED BY THE ACT OF THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE.  THE COACH SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORITY FOR FIELDING A TEAM OF 20 PLAYERS AND SUSPENDING A PLAYER WHO IS DETRIMENTAL TO THE TEAM’S SUCCESS. 
  

SECTION 7: 
ASSISTANT COACH OF THE SOCCER TEAM.  THE ASSISTANT COACH OF THE SOCCER TEAM SHALL ASSIST THE COACH DURING PRACTICE AND IN SELECTING PLAYERS FOR THE TEAM, AND ADVISE THE COACH IN FIELDING A TEAM.  IN THE ABSENCE OF THE COACH, THE ASSISTANT COACH SHALL HAVE ALL THE POWERS AND PREROGATIVES OF THE COACH. 
  

SECTION 8: 
SPORTS TRAINER.  AS PER THE GUIDANCE OF THE COACH AND ASSISTANT COACH OF THE SOCCER TEAM HE WILL CONDUCT PRACTICE SESSIONS. 
  

SECTION 9: 
PUBLIC RELATION OFFICER .  IT IS THE DUTY OF THE PUBLIC RELATION OFFICER TO ORGANIZE FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES WITH OUTSIDE ORGANIZATIONS AND PEOPLE AND REPRESENT THE ORGANIZATION IN MEETINGS INVOLVING SPORTING EVENT. 
  

SECTION 10: 
DISCIPLINE OFFICER.  IT IS THE DUTY OF THE DISCIPLINE OFFICER TO CHARGE MEMBERS WHO CONDUCT IN A MANNER DETRIMENTAL TO THE OBJECTS AND INTERESTS OF THE ORGANIZATION OR IN THE VIOLATION OF ITS BYLAWS.  HE/SHE SHALL REPORT THE NAMES OF THESE MEMBERS TO THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS. 
  
ARTICLE XIII: AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES 
  
THESE ARTICLES MAY BE AMENDED OR REPEALED, IN WHOLE OR PART, BY A TWO-THIRDS VOTE OF THE MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING AT ANY MEETING OF THE ORGANIZATION DULY ORGANIZED FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 
ARTICLE XIV: DISSOLUTION 
IN THE EVENT OF DISSOLUTION, THE ASSETS OF THE ORGANIZATION SHALL BE DONATED TO ANY ORGANIZATION FOR THE PROMOTION OF ATHLETICS. 
  
ARTICLE XV: ORDER OF BUSINESS 
SECTION 1: 
ANNUAL MEETINGS.  AT THE ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE CLUB, THE FOLLOWING SHALL BE THE ORDER OF BUSINESS: 
 1. ROLL CALL 
 2. REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 
 3. ELECTION OF NEW MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE 
  

SECTION 2: 
AT THE MEETINGS OF THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE, THE FOLLOWING SHALL BE THE ORDER OF BUSINESS; 
 1. ROLL CALL 
 2. MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETING AND THERE ACTION THEREON 
 3. REPORT OF COMMITTEES 
 4. COMMUNICATION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
